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Before the Lesson
Card 2 of 16

Teaching notes

Before the Lesson

Day 4: Tinker v. Des Moines Independent
Community School District

Begin lesson
Card 1 of 16

Teaching notes

Click the "Begin lesson" button to
view this lesson. Teaching notes for
each slide will appear in this box.Begin lesson 
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Anchor Text
Card 3 of 16

Teaching notes

Download and print copies of the
anchor text for each student.

Student Notes Sheet
Card 4 of 16

Teaching notes

This guided notes sheet provides
students with the text-dependent
questions associated with this lesson,
and relevant graphic organizers. You
may modify these sheets as needed.
During class, students can use these
sheets to record their responses,
notes, or ideas. Use the back to

record responses to the focus question.
Following class, collect student notes to use as a formative assessment.



Day 4: Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District 

3/12

Getting Started
Card 5 of 16

Teaching notes

Getting Started

Introduction 1 of 2
Card 6 of 16

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Notes:

Hand out copies of the text and the
Student Notes Sheet to each student.
Tell students that you will reread the
text closely as you ask them a series of
questions.

Either as a class or in small groups, have students consider the questions, consulting the
text for evidence.
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Introduction 2 of 2
Card 7 of 16

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Notes:

Hand out copies of the text and the
Student Notes Sheet to each student.
Tell students that you will reread the
text closely as you ask them a series of
questions.

Either as a class or in small groups, have students consider the questions, consulting the
text for evidence.

Exploring the Text
Card 8 of 16

Teaching notes

Exploring the Text
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Supporting Question 1
Card 9 of 16

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RI.11-12.6

Purpose: This question requires the
reader to determine how the author’s
point is strengthened through the
use of imagery.

Answer: Justice Fortas argues that
educational entities, such as schools, should protect constitutional freedoms, not
destroy them. He states, "that they are educating the young for citizenship is reason
for scrupulous protection of the constitutional freedoms of the individual, if we are
not to strangle the free mind at its source and teach youth to discount important
principles of our government as mere platitudes." By using strong language like
"strangle the mind," Fortas is creating a vivid image for the reader with a word that
connotes violence to emphasize how wrong this action is. Through imagery, the
author strengthens his argument that educational entities are responsible for
upholding the right to student free speech and expression.

Look for students….

Explaining the responsibilities of the Boards of Education to students
Citing evidence from the text to support the response
Explaining how imagery impacts the meaning of the text
Connecting the imagery with the author's argument by noting how the connotation
of the words emphasizes an idea

Guiding questions and prompts:

What does the author say is the responsibility of the Boards of Education to their
students?
What does "strangle the free mind" mean literally? Figuratively?
How does the imagery "strangle the free mind" impact the meaning of that part of
the text?
How does the imagery strengthen the author's argument?

Additional Notes:

A glossary of rhetorical devices can be found on http://literarydevices.net/rhetoric/

According to the imagery "strangle the free
mind" used by Justice Fortas on page 3, what are
the responsibilities of the Boards of Education
to their students? 
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Supporting Question 2
Card 10 of 16

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RI.11-12.6

Purpose: The reader will be able to
better understand the author’s point
of view by examining the repetition
of the word “fear” and its impact.

Answer: The word "fear" is repeated
to argue that the school authorities fear of disturbance is not protected
constitutionally: "...based upon their fear of a disturbance from the wearing of the
armbands. But, in our system, undi�erentiated fear or apprehension of disturbance is
not enough to overcome the right to freedom of expression...Any variation from the
majority's opinion may inspire fear." Justice Fortas argues that testing our fears and
engaging in controversial topics is the basis of our nation's strength and the
independence and energy of Americans. Therefore, the repetition of the word "fear"
contributes to Justice Fortas's argument that fear alone is not a substantial reason for
prohibiting the protest; the school authorities, instead, should uphold the protest as
being a right of an American citizen.

Look for students….

Discussing why the word "fear" was repeated in the ruling for emphasis
Citing Justice Fortas's statement
Connecting the repetition of the word "fear" with the impact Justice Fortas's
argument

Guiding questions and prompts:

Why was the word "fear" repeated in this section?
Explain Justice Fortas's statement into your own words.
How does the repetition of the word "fear" contribute to the strength of Justice
Fortas's argument?

Take note of the repetition of the word “fear” in
the �rst paragraph on page four.  How does
“fear” contribute to the statement that “our
history says that it is this sort of hazardous
freedom - this kind of openness - that is the
basis of our national strength and of the
independence and vigor of Americans who grow
up and live in this relatively permissive, often
disputatious, society”?
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Supporting Question 3
Card 11 of 16

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RI.11-12.6

Purpose: This question will deepen
the reader’s understanding of the
author’s point of view by closely
reading and analyzing an allusion.

Answer: Sparta did not value
individualism; instead, the people were made to become ideal citizens through a
shared and regimented education and training: "In order to submerge the individual
and develop ideal citizens, Sparta assembled the males at seven barracks and
entrusted their subsequent education and training to o�cial guardians." This system
was "approved by men of great genius," but is contrary to the U.S. Constitution as "it
hardly will be a�rmed that any legislature could impose such restrictions upon the
people of a State without doing violence to both letter and spirit of the Constitution."
Justice Fortas's argument is that schools cannot operate in a totalitarian form,
controlling students completely, because this is counter to the ideals of a democratic
society.

Look for students….

Explaining the approach to education in Spartan society and why Sparta does not align
with American society
Citing evidence like Justice Fortas's statement that supports the idea that Sparta's
approach does not align with American principles.
Reasoning how the idea presented in the allusion is contrary to the Constitution.

Guiding questions and prompts:

What is the Spartan approach to education? How is it di�erent from American
Constitutional principles?
What does the following statement mean? "In order to submerge the individual and
develop ideal citizens, Sparta assembled the males at seven barracks and entrusted
their subsequent education and training to o�cial guardians."?
Connect the last statement to the following one. "It hardly will be a�rmed that any
legislature could impose such restrictions upon the people of a State without doing
violence to both letter and spirit of the Constitution." what point is Justice Fortas
making?
How is the allusion to Sparta connected to Justice Fortas's opinion?

How does the allusion to Sparta on page 5
contribute to the author’s statement that “in our
system, state-operated schools may not be
enclaves of totalitarianism”? 



Day 4: Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District 

8/12

Additional Notes:

The History of Spartan civilization can be found on
http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/sparta
Extension activity: Students can further research the way in which Sparta ruled its
people.
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Supporting Question 4
Card 12 of 16

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RI.11-12.4

Purpose: The reader will explore how
the metaphor “marketplace of ideas”
is used and re�ned by the author. In
doing so, the reader will gain a
deeper understanding of the author’s
point of view.

Answer: A metaphor is used to refer to the classroom as a "marketplace of ideas,"
meaning the classroom is where a free exchange of ideas should take place between
students. The ruling states that "[t]he vigilant protection of constitutional freedoms is
nowhere more vital than in the community of American schools." The ruling goes on
to argue that "[t]he Nation's future depends upon leaders trained through wide
exposure to that robust exchange of ideas which discovers truth 'out of a multitude of
tongues, [rather] than through any kind of authoritative direction.'" Shelton v. Tucker
places the highest value on students exchanging ideas with one another in pursuit of
truth, which is a critical underpinning of democratic society.

Justice Fortas re�nes the de�nition of "marketplace of ideas" to support the ruling in
"Tinker vs. Des. Moines." Fortas extends the principle by arguing, "A student's rights,
therefore, do not embrace merely the classroom hours. When he is in the cafeteria,
or on the playing �eld, or on the campus during authorized hours." Fortas adds that
students should engage in di�cult discussions so long as the controversial topics in
these exchanges are not a disturbance: "...he may express his opinions, even on
controversial subjects like the con�ict in Vietnam if he does so without 'materially and
substantially interfering with the requirements of appropriate discipline in the
operation of the school' and without colliding with the rights of others.'"

Look for students….

 Explaining the meaning of the metaphor of the classroom as a "marketplace of
ideas"
Citing the school's responsibility toward its students regarding an exchange of
ideas. citing Shelton v. Tucker as the basis for this point.
Tracking how Justice Fortas re�nes the concept by adding "controversial subjects"
and de�ning what disruption means as the ruling unfolds

What is the meaning of the metaphor
“marketplace of ideas” as stated on page 6? 
How does Justice Fortas use and re�ne the
meaning of this phrase? 
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Citing the evidence Justice Fortas provides to add to the idea of the classroom as a
"marketplace of ideas."

Guiding questions and prompts:

What is the literal meaning of a "marketplace of ideas" ?
What does the metaphor of the classroom as a "marketplace of ideas" mean?
According to Shelton v. Tucker, what is the responsibility of the school to its
students?
How does Justice Fortas extend the concept of the classroom as a "marketplace of
ideas"?

Focus Question
Card 13 of 16

Teaching notes

Focus Question
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Focus Question
Card 14 of 16

Teaching notes

Pacing: 10 minutes

Standard: RI.11-12.6

Purpose: The goal of this day’s focus
question is to determine the role and
responsibility of schools for towards
their students. The reader will analyze
the rhetorical devices in the text and

how these devices contribute to the author’s point of view.

Answer: Justice Fortas establishes his point of view of the classroom as a
"marketplace of ideas" throughout the text through the use of rhetorical devices.
Through the metaphor that educational entities, such as schools, should not “strangle
the free mind,” the author argues that Boards of Education are responsible for
encouraging the practice of free thought. Next, through the repetition of the word
'fear' he highlights the school authorities' motive behind the policy, arguing that
testing our fears and engaging in controversial topics is the basis of our nation's
strength and the independence and energy of Americans. Additionally, Justice Fortas
makes an allusion to Sparta, a totalitarian system of rule supported by a controlled
educational experience, to prove that schools should not be run in a Spartan fashion.
Instead, the U.S. Constitution promotes an education of free thought in pursuit of
truth. Lastly, Fortas uses a metaphor to compare the classroom to a "marketplace of
ideas." Fortas argues that not only are schools responsible for protecting the
constitutional freedoms of their students, but schools must also protect those
freedoms outside of the classroom and allow the discussion of controversial topics,
as long as the students engaging in the conversation do not cause a disturbance to
the school or collide with the rights of others. Through the rhetorical devices of
imagery, repetition, allusion, and metaphor, Justice Fortas strengthens his ruling for
the petitioners as the school is responsible for protecting and encouraging the
exercise of student First Amendment rights.

Look for students….

Discussing the metaphor "strangle the free mind" and how it adds to the author's
argument
Recognizing the e�ectiveness of repetition to strengthen an argument

In "Tinker v. Des Moines Independent
Community School District," how does Justice
Fortas's use of rhetoric contribute to the power
of the text? 
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Connecting the allusion to Sparta with the argument
Understanding how Justice Fortas re�ned the metaphor "marketplace of ideas" and
how it contributed to his ruling
Referring to rhetoric as a means for supporting an argument should be clear

After the Lesson
Card 15 of 16

Teaching notes

After the Lesson

Comprehension Skill Video
Card 16 of 16

Teaching notes

Use this video as an intervention tool
for students who struggle to answer
the focus question. The video uses a
metacognitive approach to model the
targeted reading comprehension
skills.Visit https://haywood.lzill.co/r/48472




