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Before the Lesson
Card 2 of 11

Teaching notes

Before the
Lesson

Day 5: "The Serum Run to Nome"

Begin lesson
Card 1 of 11

Teaching notes

Click the "Begin lesson" button to view this lesson.
Teaching notes for each slide will appear in this box.Begin lesson 
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Anchor Text
Card 3 of 11

Teaching notes

Download and print copies of the anchor text for
each student.

Student Notes Sheet
Card 4 of 11

Teaching notes

This guided notes sheet provides students with the
text-dependent questions associated with this
lesson, and relevant graphic organizers. You may
modify these sheets as needed.
During class, students can use these sheets to
record their responses, notes, or ideas. Use the
back to record responses to the focus question.

Following class, collect student notes to use as a formative assessment.
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Getting Started
Card 5 of 11

Teaching notes

Getting Started

Introduction 1 of 2
Card 6 of 11

Teaching notes

Pacing: 20 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week, they have been
reading the article, “The Serum Run to Nome”
closely. This means going back and rereading the
article, answering questions based on evidence in
the text.

Make sure that students have their copy of the article and the student notes worksheet.
Explain to students that they will be writing a longer response using all of the thinking they've
done throughout the week to understand the text. They should draw on their notes and answers
to questions from throughout the week to help them plan their written response.
Ask students to reread the text independently before introducing the prompt.
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Introduction 2 of 2
Card 7 of 11

Teaching notes

Pacing: 20 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week, they have been
reading the article, “The Serum Run to Nome”
closely. This means going back and rereading the
article, answering questions based on evidence in
the text.

Make sure that students have their copy of the article and the student notes worksheet.
Explain to students that they will be writing a longer response using all of the thinking they've
done throughout the week to understand the text. They should draw on their notes and answers
to questions from throughout the week to help them plan their written response.
Ask students to reread the text independently before introducing the prompt.

Focus Question
Card 8 of 11

Teaching notes

Focus
Question
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Focus Question
Card 9 of 11

Teaching notes

Pacing: 30 minutes

Standard: RI.5.1, RI.5.2

Purpose: In this task, students will utilize evidence
from the text to synthesize key details and
inferences in order to show how the author
presents a problem and solution with informational
facts during the 1920's. Additionally, students will

explain how he embeds an underlying idea of perseverance that can be applied in everyday life.

Answer: The people in Alaska faced a difficult situation during the 1920s, and persevered. An
outbreak of diphtheria caused a problem for patients, because they lived in an area that was very
remote, and it was difficult to get the serum to doctors. Even though freezing temperatures made it
nearly impossible to use airplanes, automobiles, or ships to deliver the serum, people did not give
up. The governor of Alaska called for a dog sled relay. Mushers and their dogs faced many
dangerous situations such as frostbite, blinding snowstorms, and extremely cold temperatures,
without giving up or turning back, to help the people of Nome. The teams pushed through these
dangerous conditions for 674 miles in seven days to deliver the serum that the infected people
needed. Michael Signal’s article shows that even in situations when it seems like you are out of
options, perseverance can help lead to the solution of a problem.

Look for students….

Explaining the problem and the solution.
Synthesizing key ideas in the response.
Inferring that details such as being out options, dog sled teams not giving up, facing many
dangerous obstacles, etc. contribute to the underlying idea of perseverance.

Ideas for culminating projects and additional writing:

Use details from the text to explain how the Serum Run is commemorated yearly.
Refer back to the "Four-Legged Heroes" section. The author says that many people thought Balto
was a hero because he ran the last leg of the race, but other people thought Togo was the hero
because he ran a very dangerous portion of the race. Write a response to explain which dog you
think was a bigger hero, and why.

After reading "The
Serum Run to Nome,"
construct a written
response in which you
explain how Michael
Signal uses the



4/1/20, 3)11 PMDay 5: "The Serum Run to Nome" | LearnZillion

Page 6 of 6https://haywood.learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/360-day-5-the-serum-run-to-nome/lesson

After the Lesson
Card 10 of 11

Teaching notes

After the
Lesson

Comprehension Skill Video
Card 11 of 11

Teaching notes

Use this video as an intervention tool for students
who struggle to answer the focus question. The
video uses a metacognitive approach to model the
targeted reading comprehension skills.

Visit https://haywood.lzill.co/r/24112
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