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Day 5: "Why the Dog Hates the Cat"

Begin lesson
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Teaching notes

Click the "Begin lesson" button to view this lesson.
Teaching notes for each slide will appear in this box.

Before the Lesson
Card 2 of 11

Teaching notes

Before the
Lesson

https://haywood.learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/1360-day-5-why-the-dog-hates-the-cat/lesson Page 1 of 7



Day 5: "Why the Dog Hates the Cat" | LearnZillion

Anchor Text
Card 3 of 11

Wiy the Dog Hates the Cat

Towm A Chtons Wombatanis
T Xorman Winsdhid P man

Mhastrvted by Li O Tong

What we shall eat somirrow, | havent the shghtent slea™ snid
Widow Wang 1o her ehdest son, a4 Mo starsed oot cor mearming s
—arch of werk

O 1he pods will provide. 1] find 2 few peasies somewhere,* rrpled
the boy. trylng 50 speak chewrfilly, although in bl heast be ales had
0o s i which dirwction 1o bumn

The winser had been & hard coe extreme cobd, deep snow, and vickeot
winde The Wy hosw Mad suflornd groatly. The rond ol Gallin o
wolghed down by besny snow. Then & Beovicase had bown & wall
over. and Ming b, the son. up all saght and caponed 1o 2 bavter old
wind, had cought paeumonts. Long days of nwas fullowed, with the
oy for medicine. AL thelr sonst savings had
y. sd o8 1he shap where Ming'h had sace worbed
hed by amether. When ot last he anone from Dis sk
N e o e L e L e 1
D swbibbiwioe villasve fur Mas 16 da Nidht afiw siabt b came

Student Notes Sheet

Card 4 of 11

$ LearnZillion

g e

Brads e e % e Oy e
Dyt

Pt quasion Fhok Sk 40 D bssmens wd s i Wiy (b Dng M e o gy
S s b Wi Lk Wi Wi dhe Wy sl dhe Chon, sl e s 404 e g What oo
@ oues Mlies dho losembie sad hase eyl wod & wvet s b sabor 00 e e’ Wete ¢ engeons
ey 280 wr—p N P o 7 g | e s e s A 3 AP
......

4/1/20, 3:22 PM

Teaching notes

Download and print copies of the anchor text for
each student.

Teaching notes

This guided notes sheet provides students with the
text-dependent questions associated with this
lesson, and relevant graphic organizers. You may
modify these sheets as needed.

During class, students can use these sheets to
record their responses, notes, or ideas. Use the
back to record responses to the focus question.

= Following class, collect student notes to use as a formative assessment.
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Teaching notes

Getting Started

Introduction 1 of 2
Card 6 of 11

Teaching notes

the Dog Hates the Cat

Pacing: ~10 minutes
e “Why the Dog
Hates the Cat” Notes:

e By:Norman

Hinsdale Pitman = Remind students that this week, we have read the
story, "Why the Dog Hates the Cat" closely. This
means going back and rereading the story,

answering questions based on evidence in the text.
= Make sure that students have copies of the story
and the student notes worksheet.
= Read the culminating task aloud with students.
= Tell the students that they may utilize any part of the text and their prior knowledge from the
work they did this week to answer the culminating questions.
= Have students reread the text and answer the culminating writing task independently.
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Introduction 2 of 2
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Teaching notes

o As we explored the
text we have been

asking and Pacing: ~10 minutes
answering
questions. Notes:

e We will write a final

response based on = Remind students that this week, we have read the
the story to

summarize our story, "Why the Dog Hates the Cat" closely. This
work.

means going back and rereading the story,
answering questions based on evidence in the text.
= Make sure that students have copies of the story
and the student notes worksheet.
= Read the culminating task aloud with students.
= Tell the students that they may utilize any part of the text and their prior knowledge from the
work they did this week to answer the culminating questions.
= Have students reread the text and answer the culminating writing task independently.
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Teaching notes

Focus
Question

Focus Question
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Thlnk baCk to Teaching notes
character interactions Pacing: ~35
Purpose: It is key that students understand not only
“Why the Dog Hates the surface level purpose in the fable, but also
Pitman’s beliefs and message surrounding the
the Cat " Speciﬂca”y human condition, human relationships, and how we

treat each other--particularly in difficult times.
Answer:

In “Why the Dog Hates the Cat,” Norman Pitman is trying to teach readers about how people and
even animals tend to treat each other pretty rottenly during hard times. During the entire story, in
each relationship most characters treat each other in a way that is selfish and often even mean.
Starting at the beginning of the story,we notice that Widow Wang is really demanding of her son who
is ill. Despite being sick and weak, Widow Wang turns selfishly to her son to solve their problem,
saying, “Bless his good heart!” after her son had gone out, but failing to do any work to solve their
problem herself.

In the same way, the Chus are selfish and unkind to the Wangs after the Wangs invite them into their
home for dinner. Instead of being thankful for the generous meal that Ming-Li and Widow Wang give
them, they are greedy and selfish, only wanting more for themselves. This leads them to steal from
close friends in order to help themselves while doing something that is not only wrong, but also
leads to their dear friends' hunger.

In the end, the cat Tabby treats her friend, Blackfoot the dog, in a way that is selfish, which ultimately
leads to all dogs hating cats. Tabby uses Blackfoot to help her get the golden beetle back. However,
when they return to the house, Tabby turns her back on Blackfoot, goes inside, presents herself as
the hero to the Widow Wang, and then tells Blackfoot, “You should have been inside to see what a
feast they gave me...too bad old fellow, that you are hungry. You'd better run out into the street and
hunt up a bone.” Instead of doing the good and right thing of sharing credit with Blackfoot and
helping him out, Tabby takes all the credit for herself, selfishly and unkindly betraying her friend.

The exception to all of this meanness is Ming-Li who instead of being selfish or angry in the story,
continues to help his mom out, even though he’s really sick and hungry too. When his mom
expresses her fear about where their next meal will come from Ming-Li responds, “Oh the gods will
provide. I'll find a few pennies somewhere,” he then goes on to actively look for work even though he
is hungry, sick, and discouraged too.

Overall, Norman Pitman is trying to show that in hard times, most people (or animals) tend to act in
ways that are selfish, and even unkind, in order to make their lives easier and achieve their own
goals.

Look for students....

= To identify what Pitman is trying to teach his readers (that most people act poorly when faced
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with challenging situations).
= To recognize that Pitman is talking about most, but not all people.
= To use specific examples of character interactions to show that most people respond poorly.
= To use the example of Ming-Li as an exception.

Guiding questions and prompts:

= Ask, "How do most people in the story respond to challenges? What does this tell you about the
author's beliefs?"
= Ask, "Do all people act poorly in the story? What does this tell you about the author's beliefs?"

Additional Notes:

= Give students time to return to the text to gather evidence. Encourage them to reread the
sections, annotating.

= Provide students time to write the response independently.

= This response should be in writing so teachers can assess each student's understanding.

= Beyond the expectations modeled in this response, a student may utilize any other specific
character interactions to illustrate Pitman's theme.

After the Lesson
Card 10 of 11

Teaching notes

After the
Lesson
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Comprehension Skill Video
Card 11 of 11

Reread your notes, noting how characters Teaching notes

interact with each other.

Use this video as an intervention tool for students
who struggle to answer the focus question. The
video uses a metacognitive approach to model the
targeted reading comprehension skills.
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