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Before the Lesson
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Teaching notes

Before the Lesson

Day 1: "A Night Battle, over a Week Since"

Begin lesson
Card 1 of 17

Teaching notes

Click the "Begin lesson" button to
view this lesson. Teaching notes for
each slide will appear in this box.Begin lesson 
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Anchor Text
Card 3 of 17

Teaching notes

Download and print copies of the
anchor text for each student.

Student Notes Sheet
Card 4 of 17

Teaching notes

This guided notes sheet provides
students with the text-dependent
questions associated with this lesson,
and relevant graphic organizers. You
may modify these sheets as needed.
During class, students can use these
sheets to record their responses,
notes, or ideas. Use the back to

record responses to the focus question.
Following class, collect student notes to use as a formative assessment.
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Getting Started
Card 5 of 17

Teaching notes

Getting Started

Introduction 1 of 3
Card 6 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 15 minutes

Notes:

Tell students that this week they will
be focusing on reading one
informational text closely. Distribute
copies of the text and student
worksheets.

Read the text aloud, remind students to track along with the text as you read aloud.
As you read pause to brie�y de�ne words in Quadrant 1. This should not interrupt
the �ow of the reading or be a class discussion. Quadrant 1 words should be
quickly de�ned. Encourage students to circle other unfamiliar words that you do
not de�ne.
Tell students that you will now go back to the text and read it closely as you ask
them a series of questions, sometimes you will be talking about the questions,
other times, you will be writing or taking quick notes about the answer.
Instead of reading the text aloud, you may show the read aloud video.
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Introduction 2 of 3
Card 7 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 15 minutes

Notes:

Tell students that this week they will
be focusing on reading one
informational text closely. Distribute
copies of the text and student
worksheets.

Read the text aloud, remind students to track along with the text as you read aloud.
As you read pause to brie�y de�ne words in Quadrant 1. This should not interrupt
the �ow of the reading or be a class discussion. Quadrant 1 words should be
quickly de�ned. Encourage students to circle other unfamiliar words that you do
not de�ne.
Tell students that you will now go back to the text and read it closely as you ask
them a series of questions, sometimes you will be talking about the questions,
other times, you will be writing or taking quick notes about the answer.
Instead of reading the text aloud, you may show the read aloud video.



Day 1: "A Night Battle, over a Week Since"

5/12

Introduction 3 of 3
Card 8 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 15 minutes

Notes:

Tell students that this week they will
be focusing on reading one
informational text closely. Distribute
copies of the text and student
worksheets.

Read the text aloud, remind students to track along with the text as you read aloud.
As you read pause to brie�y de�ne words in Quadrant 1. This should not interrupt
the �ow of the reading or be a class discussion. Quadrant 1 words should be
quickly de�ned. Encourage students to circle other unfamiliar words that you do
not de�ne.
Tell students that you will now go back to the text and read it closely as you ask
them a series of questions, sometimes you will be talking about the questions,
other times, you will be writing or taking quick notes about the answer.
Instead of reading the text aloud, you may show the read aloud video.

Exploring the Text
Card 9 of 17

Teaching notes

Exploring the Text
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Supporting Question 1
Card 10 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 3 minutes

Standard: RI 9-10.1

Purpose: This question is designed
to identify the basic structure of the
text. Students should easily point out
the date and location at the
beginning of the text. The question
will lead the students to identify the

structure as either a diary entry or a news article.

Answer: It is written like a diary entry. It is dated May 12. In the �rst line, it says that it
takes place at Chancellorsville, VA a little over a week ago, Saturday, Saturday night,
and Sunday. Then, the second paragraph begins with the author stating that he will
focus on the events that take place Saturday night in the woods.

Look for students….

to use direct quotes to support their answers.
to point out the date at the beginning of the text.
to connect the date to a diary entry or news article.
to identify words and phrases that point to the one speci�c day Whitman will focus
his attention.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Say, "Glance over the text. What stands out in the �rst paragraph that would help
us identify how the text is written?"
Ask, "In the �rst paragraph, where does Whitman say the text takes place, and for
how long does it take place?"

What text features does Whitman use to identify
the battle at Chancellorsville?
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Supporting Question 2
Card 11 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RI 9-10.3

Purpose: This question is designed
to build on the analysis in the
previous question. Readers must
trace the back and forth method of
describing the battle and nature. It
will help them recognize the

juxtaposition in its most basic form.

Answer: In the second paragraph, Whitman begins by describing the night of the
battle. He says it was "very pleasant", and the moon was "shining out full and clear".
Then he immediately begins describing the battle that takes place in the woods. He
describes what he hears and sees. He hears the "crash of cannons", and he sees
"burns on [the soldiers'] faces and hands." In the third paragraph, he begins with a
horrible description of the wounded soldiers, but he then turns his attention to the
serenity created by the sky and moon.

Look for students….

to use the text to support the contrast in descriptions between the battle and the
night's sky.
to use direct quotes to support their answers.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What words or phrases can you pull out of the text to support your answer?"
Say, "Look at paragraph two. What is Whitman describing?"
Ask, "Besides the battle�eld, what does Whitman spend time describing?"

Additional Notes:

Once students see the stark di�erence between the descriptions of the sky and the
battle�eld, you can introduce them to the literary concept of juxtaposition. This will
help them as they move further along in the lessons.

In what order are the events described?
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Supporting Question 3
Card 12 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 3 minutes

Standard: RI 9-10.4

Purpose: Word knowledge is
developed during close reading. This
question allows students to
understand the meaning of the
potentially unfamiliar word “pungent”
in a compelling context, which also

develops the skill of determining a phrase’s meaning from context. An understanding
of this phrase frames the context and purpose of Whitman’s text.

Answer: The word "pungent" means biting and "sti�ing" means su�ocating. Both of
these words are describing the smoke that is caused by the gun�re and cannons, so
the words have a negative connotation. There is so much gun�re and cannon
explosions that the smell of gun powder is su�ocating the speaker, and the horror of
the battle�eld is overwhelming.

Look for students….

to use direct quotes to support their answers.
to de�ne the terms "pungent" and "sti�ing".
to use context clues to de�ne the terms above.
connect the meanings of the words to the battle�eld.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What does 'pungent' and 'sti�ing' mean?"
Ask, "How were you able to identify the meaning of those words?"
Ask, "What does this tell us about the battle�eld?"

Reread the third paragraph. What does the
phrase “yet the pungent sti�ing smoke" tell us
about the events that are taking place in the
woods?
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Supporting Question 4
Card 13 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 7 minutes

Standard: RI 9-10.3

Purpose: The purpose of this
question is to help the reader identify
when Whitman pauses from his
personal experience with the events
and moves to the stories he hears
from the soldiers. This question

required students to apply knowledge of language and its function in this context
while connecting to a deeper comprehension of the text

Answer: He says, "Such is the camp of the wounded - such a fragment, a re�ection
afar o� of the bloody scene - Before 'Such is the camp of the wounded", Whitman
describes the smell of the bloody battle and the di�erent types of wounds the
soldiers have. Then he tells the reader that there is a "re�ection afar". This tells us
that Whitman is going to describe the re�ection of one of the wounded soldiers. The
soldiers are the one in battle, not Whitman, and so it would make sense for a soldier
to tell Whitman about the smoke from the gun�re being so overwhelming that it is
almost su�ocating him. Also, as the wounded soldier lay dying, he looks up to the sky
and sees the "radiance of the moon." This gives the soldier some peace as he su�ers
in the woods.

Look for students….

to use direct quotes to support their answers.
to recognize the shift in language: "Such is the camp of the wounded".
to point out words like "fragment" and "re�ection".
make the connection that Whitman was not serving in the war, so he would not be
in the actual battle�eld almost su�ocating on the smoke.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "Who is �ghting in the battle?"
Ask, "Is Whitman a soldier?"
Ask, "What words in the text would tell us that the description is coming from
another person, not Whitman?"

Reread paragraph three. How does Whitman
signal to the reader that that he is shifting from
his eyewitness account of the battle to the
reports from the soldiers? What evidence from
the text do you have to support your answer?
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Focus Question
Card 14 of 17

Teaching notes

Focus Question
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Focus Question
Card 15 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 20 minutes

Standard: RI 9-10. 3

Purpose: This question sets up the
setting and events that take place in
the text.

Answer: The battle at
Chancellorsville, Virginia, between

the Union and Confederate armies takes place on May 12. Whitman tells the reader
that he is going to focus on the events that take place on Saturday. These events
unfold in the woods. During this description, Whitman uses imagery to paint a picture
of the sky. He describes it as “pleasant” and "calm". He then switches his observations
of the night sky and moves his attention to the gore of the battle. It is here that he
paints a completely di�erent picture of the setting. He notes the "red life-blood
oozing out from heads" and "burning the dead." Throughout the remainder of the
text he moves back and forth from the bloody battle and injured soldiers to the
serenity of the night's sky.

Look for students….

to use direct quotes to support their answer.
to identify the date and location of the battle.
to note the imagery used to describe the settings.
to identify the setting of the battle and the setting of the night sky.

Additional Notes:

ELL students may not be familiar with the Civil War. You may want to begin with
showing a short youtube video that describes this battle. This video will also help
the students identify the time and place of the battle.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph8ni6EHnRQ

How does Whitman use the setting to unfold the
events of May 12? Be sure to use quotes from
the text to support your answer.
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After the Lesson
Card 16 of 17

Teaching notes

After the Lesson

Comprehension Skill Video
Card 17 of 17

Teaching notes

Use this video as an intervention tool
for students who struggle to answer
the focus question. The video uses a
metacognitive approach to model the
targeted reading comprehension
skills.

Visit https://haywood.lzill.co/r/45118


