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Student notes for: THE HISTORY OF YELLOWSTONE PARK 
 
Day: 1 
 
 
1. For what practical purposes do the Native Americans use obsidian?  
 
 
 
 
 
2. Which specific details from the text support the claim that obsidian plays a significant role in the culture of 
Native Americans? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. According to the text, how has Obsidian Cliff played a significant role in the discoveries of archeologists? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Based on the text, how did the fire in 1988 impact the Obsidian Cliff? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Why might the Obsidian Cliff have been recognized as the “first wayside exhibit in a US national park”? 
Support your answer with details from the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Name: _______________________________      Date:___________ 
 
Focus question: Reexamine the graphic and inset text on page 15. What is the cultural significance of the 
Obsidian Cliff? What specific details from the text support your claim? 
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