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Student notes for: Macbeth, Act I Scene 5 
 
Day: 1 
 
 
1. In Macbeth’s letter, he addresses Lady Macbeth as his “dearest partner in greatness”.  What does this 
phrase show about Macbeth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Lady Macbeth also says to Macbeth, “Your face, my Thane, is a book where men / may read strange 
matters”.  What does this phrase mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Often times, a character’s traits will be revealed through a commentary from another character. Reread 
Lady Macbeth’s lines, “Yet I do fear thy nature; / It is too full o’ the milk of human kindness / To catch the 
nearest way.”  What is Lady Macbeth saying about the character of Macbeth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is Lady Macbeth saying about herself in lines 41-48? 
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Focus question: How does Shakespeare describe the characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth?  
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