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Before the Lesson
Card 2 of 17

Teaching notes

Before the Lesson

Day 2: "The Raven"

Begin lesson
Card 1 of 17

Teaching notes

Click the "Begin lesson" button to
view this lesson. Teaching notes for
each slide will appear in this box.Begin lesson 
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Anchor Text
Card 3 of 17

Teaching notes

Download and print copies of the
anchor text for each student.

Student Notes Sheet
Card 4 of 17

Teaching notes

This guided notes sheet provides
students with the text-dependent
questions associated with this lesson,
and relevant graphic organizers. You
may modify these sheets as needed.
During class, students can use these
sheets to record their responses,
notes, or ideas. Use the back to

record responses to the focus question.
Following class, collect student notes to use as a formative assessment.
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Getting Started
Card 5 of 17

Teaching notes

Getting Started

Introduction 1 of 3
Card 6 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 10 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week, you
are reading the poem "The Raven"
closely. This means going back and
rereading the poem and answering
questions based on evidence in the

text.
Make sure that students have a copy of the article and the student notes
worksheet.
Read the text aloud �uently. Remind students to follow along with the text as you
read aloud. Instead of reading the text aloud, you may show the read aloud video.
Tell students that today you will focus on just the �rst thirteen stanzas of the poem
(Stanzas 1-13) as well as Poe's text structure for the poem. Have students reread
Stanzas 1-2, Stanzas 11-12, and Stanza 13 independently.
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Introduction 2 of 3
Card 7 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 10 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week, you
are reading the poem "The Raven"
closely. This means going back and
rereading the poem and answering
questions based on evidence in the

text.
Make sure that students have a copy of the article and the student notes
worksheet.
Read the text aloud �uently. Remind students to follow along with the text as you
read aloud. Instead of reading the text aloud, you may show the read aloud video.
Tell students that today you will focus on just the �rst thirteen stanzas of the poem
(Stanzas 1-13) as well as Poe's text structure for the poem. Have students reread
Stanzas 1-2, Stanzas 11-12, and Stanza 13 independently.



4/23/2020 Day 2: "The Raven" | LearnZillion

https://haywood.learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/1062-day-2-the-raven/ 5/13

Introduction 3 of 3
Card 8 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 10 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week, you
are reading the poem "The Raven"
closely. This means going back and
rereading the poem and answering
questions based on evidence in the

text.
Make sure that students have a copy of the article and the student notes
worksheet.
Read the text aloud �uently. Remind students to follow along with the text as you
read aloud. Instead of reading the text aloud, you may show the read aloud video.
Tell students that today you will focus on just the �rst thirteen stanzas of the poem
(Stanzas 1-13) as well as Poe's text structure for the poem. Have students reread
Stanzas 1-2, Stanzas 11-12, and Stanza 13 independently.

Exploring the Text
Card 9 of 17

Teaching notes

Exploring the Text
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Supporting Question 1
Card 10 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.4

Purpose: This question will help
students understand the signi�cance
of internal rhyme in the speci�c
stanzas. The question will also help
students connect the signi�cance of
the internal rhyme to the mystery

and suspense of the poem. Students are thereby analyzing the poetic structure of the
poem.

Answer: Students should reference the use of internal rhyme, including “dreary” and
“weary” and “napping” and “tapping” in Stanza 1. They should reference “remember”
and “ember” and “morrow” and “sorrow” in Stanza 2. In addition, the internal rhyme
adds to the rhythm and almost acts like a heartbeat. This could add suspense, as the
narrator’s fear is felt throughout the poem.

Look for students….

Identifying the internal rhyme in the selected stanzas.
Identifying how the rhyme adds mystery and suspense in the poem.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What is a rhyme?"
Ask, "What words rhyme in the �rst lines of the Stanza 1? Stanza 2?"
Ask, "How do these words that rhyme add to the mystery of the poem?"

Additional Notes:

Have students stop/jot/annotate the speci�c text areas (Stanzas 1-2).Give them
time to annotate Stanzas 1-2 and cite the examples of internal rhyme.
Have students participate in whole-class discussion of the question--call on two or
three students to share responses.
Carefully guide students through their answers, clearly demonstrating to the
students why it is or is not the correct response.

Identify the internal rhyme.  How does Poe use
internal rhyme in Stanzas 1-2 to create the
e�ects of mystery and suspense?
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Supporting Question 2
Card 11 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.4; RL.9-
10.5

Purpose: This question will help
students understand the signi�cance
of end rhyme in the speci�c stanzas.
It will also help students connect the
rhyme to the mystery and suspense

of the poem. This will allow them to examine the structure of the poem.

Answer: Students should reference the use of end rhyme, including “store,” “bore,”
and “nevermore” in Stanza 11, and “door,” “yore,” and “nevermore” in Stanza 12. In
addition, the end rhyme also adds to the rhythm of the poem and, like the internal
rhyme, almost acts like a heartbeat. This could add suspense, as the narrator’s fear is
felt throughout the poem.

Look for students….

Identifying the end rhyme in the selected stanzas.
Identifying how the rhyme adds mystery and suspense in the poem.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What is a rhyme?"
Ask, "What words rhyme at the ends of the lines in Stanza 11? Stanza 12?"
Ask, "How do these words that rhyme add to the mystery of the poem?"

Additional Notes:

Have students stop/jot/annotate the speci�c text areas (Stanzas 11-12).
Give them time to annotate Stanzas 11-12 and the examples of end rhyme.
Have students participate in whole-class discussion of the question; call on two or
three students to share responses.
Carefully guide students through their answers, clearly demonstrating to the
students why it is or is not the correct response.

How does Poe use end rhyme in Stanzas 11-12
to create the e�ects of mystery and suspense?
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Supporting Question 3
Card 12 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 5 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.4

Purpose: This question will help
students examine the use of the
word “nevermore.” More speci�cally,
the repetition of the word and Poe’s
choice to include this term
throughout the poem.

Answer: The narrator questions the raven’s motives and believes the narrator was
sent to torment him. The narrator curses the bird and refers to him as a “devil” and
“evil”.

Look for students…

Identifying the narrator's reactions towards the raven.
Using textual evidence, in quotation marks, to describe the narrator's response to
the raven.
Connecting the narrator's response to the raven's quote of "nevermore".

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What does 'nevermore' mean?"
Ask, "Describe the narrator's actions towards the raven in Stanza 13?"
Ask, "What do the narrator's actions tell you about his feelings towards hearing the
word 'nevermore'?"

Additional Notes:

Have students complete a think-pair-share. Give them one minute to
independently think about the question. Then, have students pair with each other
and discuss their answers for the remaining two minutes. You may then call on
certain pairs to share their answers.
Walk around to ensure that students' answers re�ect an understanding of the
repetition, and that they are focusing on how the repetitive nature of "nevermore"
adds to the suspense of the poem.

Beginning in Stanza 13, how does the narrator
respond to the raven’s quote of “nevermore”?
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Supporting Question 4
Card 13 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 7 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.4; RL.9-
10.5

Purpose: This question will help
students further identify metaphors
and how metaphors (word choice)
contribute to the mystery of the
poem.

Answer: “Nevermore” is repeated throughout the poem and leaves the reader
wondering if the narrator's love for Lenore will ever be felt again. It also causes the
reader to inquire about the meaning of “nevermore” and if it could have multiple
interpretations, including, possibly, the narrator’s return to happiness and/or
normalcy. Finally, the fact that this word is spoken by the raven further creates a
sense of mystery and suspense.

Look for students…

Identifying the speci�c metaphor.
Connecting the metaphor to the suspense (i.e., the raven and demons both
represent darkness).

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What does 'nevermore' mean?"
Ask, "Why is it signi�cant that the word is being spoken by a raven?"
Ask, "What e�ect do you think the word has on the narrator?"

Additional Notes:

Have students complete a think-pair-share. Give them one minute to
independently think about the question. Then, have students pair with each other
and discuss their answers for the remaining two minutes. You may then call on
certain pairs to share their answers.
Walk around to ensure that students' answers re�ect an understanding of the
repetition, and that they are focusing on how the repetitive nature of "nevermore"
adds to the suspense of the poem.

What role does the word “nevermore” play in
creating a sense of mystery and suspense?
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Focus Question
Card 14 of 17

Teaching notes

Focus Question
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Focus Question
Card 15 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 15 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.4; RL.9-
10.5

Purpose: This question will help
students understand the signi�cance
of rhyme and how rhyme is used as a
backdrop in the poem. It will also

help students analyze repetition and how repetition and rhyme coincide to provide a
sense of mystery and suspense. It is important for students to see that Poe
intentionally used rhyme and repetition to add this suspense. This question connects
to the overall takeaway idea because it causes students to analyze di�erent facets of
the poem’s mood and examine Poe’s speci�c word choice.

Answer: Rhyme is seen throughout the poem. Poe uses many examples of internal
rhyme, including: “remember, December, ember” in Stanza 2; “stronger, longer” in
Stanza 3; and “peering, fearing” in Stanza 4. In addtion, end rhyme is also used
throughout the poem. The second, fourth, �fth, and sixth lines all rhyme and contain
the vowel sound “or.” Repetition is used repeatedly too. For example: “rapping,
rapping” in Stanza 1; “nothing more” in Stanzas 4-7; “tapping, tapping” in Stanza 4; and
the most obvious use of repetition, “nevermore.” Anytime a word is repeated there is
an emphasis placed on those words. Because the repetition includes many sound
words, it creates a sense of suspense as the reader is unsure of what is going to
happen next. The rhyme also arouses a sense of mystery. It is as if there is an echo
that continues and never stops. It leaves the reader wondering what is going to
happen next and why the rhyme is there.

Look for students….

Identifying clear de�nitions of rhyme and repetition.
Using evidence to support how rhyme and repetition contribute to the mood of the
poem.
Connecting rhyme and repetition to musical quality (e.g., the repetition creates a
musical feel of...).

Guiding questions and prompts:

How does Poe’s text structure (rhyme and
repetition) contribute to the overall mood of the
poem?  
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Ask, "What is rhyme?" or "How does house sound like mouse?"
Ask, "What is the word inside repetition that sounds familiar to you? What does
that word mean?"
Ask, "When you think of the rhyming words in the poem, what type of e�ect do
they have on the reader?"

Additional Notes:

Use this focus question to further emphasize rhyme and repetition.

Use the focus activity as an independent writing activity for students. This will help
students use the information they have learned in the supporting questions to
independently compose a written response. In addition, it serves as a formative
assessment of their writing skills and knowledge processes.

Give students time to return to the text and gather evidence. Encourage them to
reread the section and annotate details.

Struggling readers may have di�culty with the overall concept of how rhyme and
repetition create a sense of mystery in the poem. Use the guiding questions above
to help you direct these students.

After the Lesson
Card 16 of 17

Teaching notes

After the Lesson
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Comprehension Skill Video
Card 17 of 17

Teaching notes

Use this video as an intervention tool
for students who struggle to answer
the focus question. The video uses a
metacognitive approach to model the
targeted reading comprehension
skills.

Visit https://haywood.lzill.co/r/43050


