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On page 2, the court states, “First Amendment
rights, applied in the light of the special
characteristics of the school environment, are
available to teachers and students.  It can hardly
be argued that either students or teachers shed
their constitutional rights to freedom of speech
or expression at the schoolhouse gate.”  How do
the rulings in the cases of Meyer v. Nebraska,
Bartels v. Iowa (page 2), and  West Virginia v.
Barnette (page 3) uphold Justice Fortas’s
argument?

Supporting Question 2
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Notes
The court also addresses the “need for a�rming
the comprehensive authority of the States and
of school o�cials, consistent with fundamental
constitutional safeguards, to prescribe and
control conduct in the schools” where “students
in the exercise of First Amendment rights collide
with the rules of the school authorities.”  How
do the rulings of Cf. Ferrell v. Dallas
Independent School District and Pugsley v.
Sellmeyer (page 3) uphold the constitutional
rights of the school district?  
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In the District Court’s ruling of the case on page
4, the court “concluded that the action of the
school authorities was reasonable because it
was based upon their fear of a disturbance from
the wearing of armbands.” How does the
Supreme Court challenge the District Court’s
ruling and support its argument that “in our
system, undi�erentiated fear or apprehension
of disturbance is not enough to overcome the
right to freedom of expression”?  Analyze the
information provided in footnote 3 to further
t th
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Notes
In footnote at the bottom of page 6, Justice
Fortas references the case of Hammond v.
South Carolina State College to strengthen his
argument that "we do not con�ne the
permissible exercise of First Amendment
rights...to supervised and ordained discussion in
a school classroom."  How does Justice Fortas
use the simile “school is not like a hospital or jail
enclosure” to contribute to the discourse on
student First Amendment rights?
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Focus Question
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Notes
How are First Amendment rights are de�ned
and re�ned over the course of the text to
strengthen Justice Fortas's ruling?
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