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Exploring the Text
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Exploring the Text

Supporting Question 1
Card 10 of 19

Notes
What words does Alcott use to describe the men
on pages 3 & 4? What “�rst impression” does
she create with those descriptions?
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Supporting Question 2
Card 11 of 19

Notes
In what ways are the nurse’s �rst two
interactions with soldiers, the “Old Irishman”
(p.5) and the “cheerful philosopher” (p.6),
unexpected after Alcott’s general description of
the soldiers? What do these interactions show
us about the soldiers?

Supporting Question 3
Card 12 of 19

Notes
What virtues does the Sergeant with the
gingerbread mustache represent (p. 6)? How do
you know?
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Supporting Question 4
Card 13 of 19

Notes
Reread and identify each additional episode
when the nurse interacts with a soldier. For
each episode, jot notes on both the
characterization of the soldiers through the
nurse’s descriptions and the characterization of
the soldiers through the words they speak.
What di�erences do you notice between the
characterization through description and the
characterization through dialogue?

Supporting Question 5
Card 14 of 19

Notes
What are the major traits of the Rebel soldier (p.
8-9)? Why does Alcott choose to make him
“neither �endish, romantic, pathetic, or anything
interesting; but a long, fat man…”?
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Supporting Question 6
Card 15 of 19

Notes
What is the e�ect of including the interaction
with the rebel soldier after the nurse has
already interacted with �ve Union soldiers?

Focus Question
Card 16 of 19

Notes

Focus Question
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Focus Question
Card 17 of 19

Notes
How do the di�erent episodes with soldiers that
Alcott chooses to include characterize the
soldiers?

After the Lesson
Card 18 of 19

Notes

After the Lesson
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Comprehension Skill Video
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Notes
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