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Student notes for: Walden: “Solitude” 
 
Day: 3 
 
 
1. What is the purpose of Thoreau’s allusions to mythological characters? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How effective is Thoreau’s personification of Nature in paragraph 17? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How does Thoreau’s use of simile & metaphor contribute to the persuasiveness of the text? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What idea does Thoreau communicate through his use of an extended metaphor in paragraph 11? 
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Focus question: How does Thoreau use literary devices to shape his ideas about solitude and nature?  
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