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Before the Lesson
Card 2 of 17

Teaching notes

Before the Lesson

Day 3: "The Raven"

Begin lesson
Card 1 of 17

Teaching notes

Click the "Begin lesson" button to
view this lesson. Teaching notes for
each slide will appear in this box.Begin lesson 
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Anchor Text
Card 3 of 17

Teaching notes

Download and print copies of the
anchor text for each student.

Student Notes Sheet
Card 4 of 17

Teaching notes

This guided notes sheet provides
students with the text-dependent
questions associated with this lesson,
and relevant graphic organizers. You
may modify these sheets as needed.
During class, students can use these
sheets to record their responses,
notes, or ideas. Use the back to

record responses to the focus question.
Following class, collect student notes to use as a formative assessment.
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Getting Started
Card 5 of 17

Teaching notes

Getting Started

Introduction 1 of 3
Card 6 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 7 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week you
are reading the poem "The Raven"
closely. This means going back and
rereading the poem and answering
questions based on evidence in the

text.
Make sure that students have their copy of the poem and the students guided
notes sheet.
Have students complete a shared reading of the poem with a partner. Remind
students to follow along with the text as their partner reads.
Tell students that today you will focus on Stanzas 7-18 as well as Poe's illustration
of the raven. Have students reread Stanza 7, Stanzas 8-10, and the last three
stanzas of the poem independently.
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Introduction 2 of 3
Card 7 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 7 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week you
are reading the poem "The Raven"
closely. This means going back and
rereading the poem and answering
questions based on evidence in the

text.
Make sure that students have their copy of the poem and the students guided
notes sheet.
Have students complete a shared reading of the poem with a partner. Remind
students to follow along with the text as their partner reads.
Tell students that today you will focus on Stanzas 7-18 as well as Poe's illustration
of the raven. Have students reread Stanza 7, Stanzas 8-10, and the last three
stanzas of the poem independently.
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Introduction 3 of 3
Card 8 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 7 minutes

Notes:

Remind students that this week you
are reading the poem "The Raven"
closely. This means going back and
rereading the poem and answering
questions based on evidence in the

text.
Make sure that students have their copy of the poem and the students guided
notes sheet.
Have students complete a shared reading of the poem with a partner. Remind
students to follow along with the text as their partner reads.
Tell students that today you will focus on Stanzas 7-18 as well as Poe's illustration
of the raven. Have students reread Stanza 7, Stanzas 8-10, and the last three
stanzas of the poem independently.

Exploring the Text
Card 9 of 17

Teaching notes

Exploring the Text
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Supporting Question 1
Card 10 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 4 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.4

Purpose: This question will help
students begin to speci�cally analyze
the narrator’s descriptions of the
raven. This question begins an
analysis of the illustration of the
raven. Students are able to see how

Poe uses imagery to craft the raven’s description.

Answer: Poe wants to give a description of the raven's personality for the reader. The
raven is also described as �ying into the narrator’s chamber and sitting on the bust of
Pallas. The raven sits in silence and does not acknowledge the narrator.

Look for students….

Giving explanations concerning the meanings of "stately" and "least obesiance".
Using context clues to determine what "stately" and "least obesiance" mean.
Giving descriptions of the raven as stated in Stanza 7.
Using textual evidence, in quotation marks, to support their claims.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "How do we know what 'stately' means? What words help us to �gure out this
meaning?"
Ask, "What does 'stately' tell us about the raven?"
Ask, "How do we know what 'least obesiance' means? What words help us to �gure
out this meaning?"
Ask, "What does 'least obesiance' tell us about the raven?"
Ask, "What other words help us to describe the raven?"
Ask, "How would you describe the raven based on the words in Stanza 7? What
words would lead you to this description?"

Additional Notes:

Have students answer this question with a partner via turn/talk. Have students
annotate the speci�c point of reference with their partners. Give students enough
time to discuss the answer with their partners. Then, have one or two pairs share
their answers with the class.

In Stanza 7, lines 32-35, why does Poe use
“stately” and “least obeisance” to describe the
raven? What other descriptions are given in
Stanza 7?
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Supporting Question 2
Card 11 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 4 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.4; RL.9-10.1

Purpose: This question allows
students to begin to see how the
raven is described in speci�c sections
of the poem. By having students
analyze the the raven’s
characterization, students will be able

to holistically examine Poe’s illustration of the raven.

Answer: In Stanza 8, the raven is characterized as having a “grave and stern
decorum” and a “ghastly grim.” In Stanzas 9-10, the raven continues to sit on the bust,
not acknowledging or engaging much with the narrator, but only speaking
"nevermore.”

Look for students….

Giving speci�c examples about the raven's characterization (e.g., the raven is
characterized as being serious and stern).
Using textual evidence, in quotation marks, to support their examples.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What words describe the raven?"
Ask, "What do these words lead you to believe about the raven?"
Ask, "How would you describe the raven to someone else using evidence from the
text?"

Additional Notes:

Have students answer this question with a partner via turn/talk. In addition, have
students annotate the speci�c point of text reference with their partners. Give
students enough time to discuss the answer with their partners. Then, have one or
two pairs share their answers with the class.
Walk around to ensure that students' answers re�ect an understanding of the
setting, and that they are focusing on more than the location.

Citing evidence from the text, how is the raven
characterized in Stanzas 8-10?
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Supporting Question 3
Card 12 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 7 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.4; RL.9-10.1

Purpose: This question will help
students understand the signi�cance
of the raven’s description. By having
students use textual evidence, the
analysis of the language used to
describe the raven should become

clear to students.

Answer: The raven is described as “evil” and a “�end.” The raven is also described as
coming from “the tempest” and “the Night’s Plutonian shore,” signaling that the raven
is from a land of evil or the underworld. The narrator continually begs the raven to
leave him alone, which leads the reader to believe the raven is torturing the narrator.

Look for students….

Describing the raven using textual evidence.
Giving physical or character descriptions based on evidence in the text.
Using textual evidence, in quotation marks, to support claims.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What words in the last three stanzas describe the raven?"
Ask, "What do these words tell us about the raven?"

Additional Notes:

Have students complete this question as an independent written response.
This will help students begin to grapple with the text and their responses
independently.
It will also begin to prepare students for the independent writing activity on Day 5.

How is the raven described in the last three
stanzas of the poem?
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Supporting Question 4
Card 13 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 7 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.4; RL.9-10.1

Purpose: This question will help
students understand the role of the
raven in the poem. Because the
raven is such a central �gure in the
text, it is pertinent that students
understand the raven’s role in

advancing the plot. This question helps students begin to further analyze Poe's
illustration of the raven and the connection to the overall mood of the poem.

Answer: Students’ answers should reference the following items: The narrator is
curious about the raven’s presence and why the raven has chosen to visit him. The
narrator’s curiosity drives the plot. After the raven continues to say “nevermore,” the
narrator believes the raven represents an evil omen and has been sent to con�rm the
reality of Lenore’s death. The narrator curses the raven and wishes it never appeared.

Look for students….

Explaining how the raven drives the narrator's curiosity.
Connecting the raven's word 'nevermore' to advances in the plot.
Explaining the raven's relationship with the narrator drives the plot.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What do we know about the raven?"
Ask, "Why is the raven important to the story?"
Ask, "How does the raven move the action in the story?"

Additional Notes:

Have students complete this question as an independent written response. This
will allow students to grapple with the text and their responses independently.
It will also begin to prepare students for the independent writing activity on Day 5.

What role does the raven play in advancing the
plot?
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Focus Question
Card 14 of 17

Teaching notes

Focus Question
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Focus Question
Card 15 of 17

Teaching notes

Pacing: 15 minutes

Standard: RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.4

Purpose: The focus question will help
students analyze how the raven’s
illustration connects to the overall
mystery of the poem. Throughout the
piece, the raven is described in great

detail (color, demeanor, narrator’s views of the raven). Students will analyze the rich
imagery and �gurative language of the raven. In order to further lead to the overall
takeaway, students will begin to see how language contributes to the mood of the
poem.

Answer: Poe uses many examples to describe the raven. In Stanza 7, the raven is
described as “a stately raven of the saintly days of yore.” He is also described in
Stanza 7 as “least obeisance.” In Stanza 8, the raven’s color and demeanor is further
described, as “ebony,” and “grave and stern decorum of the countenance it wore.” The
overall mood of the poem is one of mystery and suspense. Ebony is a dark color,
which mirrors the darkness of the poem and its haunting mystery. The words “grave”
and “stern” also paint the raven as representing death and evil. Had Poe described
the raven as being a yellow tone and having a happy countenance, that description
would have changed the overall mood of the poem. The raven would not have been
seen as something intimidating or scary, but as something to be embraced.

Look for students….

Identifying speci�c details about the raven (description, demeanor, interaction with
the narrator).
Identifying the mood of the poem.
Using textual evidence in quotation marks to support their answer.

Guiding questions and prompts:

Ask, "What is an illustration? What do you do when you illustrate something?"
Ask, "If you had to draw a picture of the raven, what would you draw? Why?"
Ask, "What is the mood of the poem?"
Ask, "What about the raven makes this poem mysterious?"

How does Poe’s illustration of the raven
contribute to the mood of the poem?
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Ask, "How did you come to an answer (questions above)? What clues in the text
helped you?"

Additional Notes:

Use the guiding questions to further emphasize the raven's illustration and how it
connects to the mood. This will help struggling readers and English Language
Learners.
This activity should be an independent writing activity. This will help the teacher
assess students' writing skills and knowledge processs of the poem.
Give students time to return to the text to gather evidence. Encourage them to
reread the text while annotating.
Beyond the expectations modeled in the sample answer, students may draw
additional connections of illustrations and how they connect to the mood of the
poem. Ensure that the connections relate to the question and that they use solid
textual evidence.

After the Lesson
Card 16 of 17

Teaching notes

After the Lesson
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Comprehension Skill Video
Card 17 of 17

Teaching notes

Use this video as an intervention tool
for students who struggle to answer
the focus question. The video uses a
metacognitive approach to model the
targeted reading comprehension
skills.

Visit https://haywood.lzill.co/r/43052


