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Focus Question
Card 9 of 11

The subject of Dickinson's poem “Because |
could not stop for Death” is clearly death, but
what ideas about death is Dickinson exploring in
this poem? Using details from the poem, write
an essay explaining two themes Dickinson
explores in “Because | could not stop for Death”
and how those themes interact with and build
on one another to convey a larger idea about
death.
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Comprehension Skill Video
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Themes in “Because I could not stop for Death”

Death should not be feared

Life & s journey

Lite & death®@ mutually exclusive

o personification
o deathiskind
o deathis patient
death is polite
* lyric poem
o relatively short
describes deep
emotional
feelings or ideas
about death

or

e chronological order
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